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PASADENA POLICE DEPARTMENT  

PRE-INVESTIGATIVE QUESTIONNAIRE  
  
  

Name: __________________________________________________________________  
  Last        (First)         (Middle)  

  

INSTRUCTIONS  
(Read completely and thoroughly)  

  

The information you provide in this questionnaire will be used as a part of your background investigation 

to assist the Pasadena Police Department and the community in which it serves, in determining your 

suitability as a peace officer. Completion of this questionnaire is necessary if you wish to continue in the 

selection process.  

  

The community of Pasadena has a right to expect and in fact demand, truthfulness from the men and women 

who are to serve as police department employees. Honesty is expected and required from the very onset of 

this process.  

  

Your background investigator will not distinguish between lies, big or small. Any perceived or deliberate 

inaccuracies, incomplete statements, untruthfulness or omissions will not be tolerated and will be grounds 

for automatic disqualification.  

  

Type or print legibly. Use the attached sheet(s) at the end of the questionnaire to answer any questions that 

require an explanation.  Be sure to include the section and question number on the additional page and place 

it directly behind the page, which contains the question you are answering. 

 

 Leave no question blank or unanswered.  If a question does not apply to you, print “N/A” (not 

applicable). No question is intended as a medical inquiry. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

prohibits employers from making medically related inquiries prior to a conditional offer of employment. 

Therefore, if you are completing this questionnaire before you have received a conditional offer of 

employment, do not divulge information concerning physical or medical conditions, either past or current.  

  

Remember, your responses will be confirmed by an in-depth background investigation, which may 

include a polygraph examination.  

  

If you have read and understand the instructions, sign and date as indicated.  

  

  

  
(SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT)       (DATE)  

  
  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

(PRINT NAME) 
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Section A- PERSONAL CONDUCT AND LAW                         Yes      No 

 
1. Are you a citizen or naturalized citizen of the United States? If no, explain.   
2. Do you have any relatives or friends who are or have ever been incarcerated in a federal prison, 

state prison or county jail? If yes, explain. 
  

3. Do you have any relatives or friends who have or had any ties to gang activity or organized 

crime? If yes, explain. 
  

4. Do you have any friends or associate yourself with individuals you believe to be or have been 

involved in any illegal activity? If yes, explain. 
  

5. Do you or have you ever knowingly associated with any members of a criminal street gang? If 

yes, explain. 
  

6. Has any member of your family ever knowingly associated with any member of a criminal gang? 

If yes, explain. 
  

7. Have you ever attended a gathering of any street gang? If yes, explain.   

8. Have you ever violated any law while associating with any members of a criminal street gang? If 

yes, explain. 
  

9. Have you ever participated in any gang activity? If yes, explain.   

10. Have you ever participated in a drive-by shooting of a person, home, or vehicle? If yes, explain.   

11. Have you ever vandalized, “tagged”, or participated in “tagging” of someone else’s property? If 

yes, explain. 
  

12. Have you ever been a member of a criminal street gang or prison gang? If yes, explain.   

13. Do you or have you ever been known by any other names or monikers (AKA’s)? If yes, list and 

explain the meaning. 
  

14. Have you ever been a victim of any gang violence? If yes, explain.   

15. Have you ever been a victim of any crime or criminal activity? If yes, explain.   

16. Have you ever displayed any prejudices against any minority, immigrant status, race, religion, 

political, sexual orientation, gender, or military groups? If yes, explain. 
  

17. Do you have any tattoos? If yes, explain (description, location, and meaning).   

18. Do you feel that your prejudices may affect your ability to perform this job? If yes, explain.   

19. During a background investigation is anyone likely to report that you have ever displayed any 

prejudices against any minority, immigrant status, race, religion, political, sexual orientation, 

gender, or military groups or views? If yes, explain.  

  

20. Have you ever knowingly been involved in or participated in any hazing incidents? If yes, 

explain.  
  

21. Do you have any criminal actions pending? If yes, explain.   

22. As a juvenile (under the age of 18) have you ever been detained, or arrested by a law 

enforcement agency or been convicted of a crime? If yes, list how many times and explain. 
  

23. As an adult have you ever been detained, or arrested by a law enforcement agency, or been 

convicted of a crime? If yes, list how many times and explain. 
  

24. Has anyone ever called the police about you? If yes, explain.   

25. Have you ever had any difficulties or disputes with a neighbor? If yes, explain.   

26. Do you frequently lose your temper? If yes, explain.   
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27. Have you ever been in a physical altercation with your family, friends, co-workers, supervisors 

or a stranger? If yes, explain. 
  

28. Were you ever named as a suspect in a police report or questioned as a suspect by any law 

enforcement agency? If yes, explain. 
  

29. Have you ever been placed on probation or parole (as a juvenile or adult)? If yes, explain.   

30. Have you ever been convicted of, pleaded guilty, or no contest to a misdemeanor or felony? If 

yes, explain. 
  

31. Have you ever had a conviction sealed or expunged? If yes, explain. *You should know your 

rights per 1203.45, 851.7 or 851.8 of the CA Penal Code or 11361.5, 11557, or 11366 of the 

Health and Safety Code.* 

  

32. Are you now wanted for any reason, by any law enforcement agency? If yes, explain.   

33. Have you ever been reported to a law enforcement agency as a missing or a runaway? If yes, 

explain. 
  

34. Have you ever testified in a criminal proceeding? If yes, explain.   

35. Do you have any civil court actions pending? If yes, explain.   

36. Have you ever had a restraining order served against you? If yes, explain.   

37. Have you ever disobeyed a restraining order or court order? If yes, explain.   

38. Have you ever refused to sign or accept a restraining order against you? If yes, explain.   

39. Is there a court order or judgement in effect directing child support or alimony? If yes, explain.   

40. Are you now or have you ever been involved as a plaintiff, defendant, petitioner, or respondent 

in any civil court action? If yes, explain. 
  

41. Have you ever had a warrant issued for your arrest? If yes, explain.   

42. Have you ever used falsified identification or used identification other than your own? If yes, 

explain. 
  

43. Have you ever carried a concealed weapon without a permit to do so? If yes, explain.   

44. Does the law prohibit you from owning, possessing, or carrying a firearm? If yes, explain.   

45. Have you ever applied for a permit to carry a concealed weapon? If yes, explain.   

46. Have you ever illegally carried a weapon? (includes any gun, knives, metal knuckles, throwing 

stars, daggers, Billy club, sap, short barreled rifle/shotgun, or explosive devices) If yes, explain. 
  

47. During your background investigation is anyone likely to report that you have illegally carried or 

used any firearms or weapons? If yes, explain. 
  

48. Have you ever stolen anything? If yes, describe what it was and the overall amount/value?   

49. Have you ever illegally downloaded any music, TV shows or movies? If yes, indicate when this 

was, how many times, etc.  
  

50. Have you ever had to register as a sex offender? If yes, explain.   

51. Have you ever associated yourself with anyone who is involved in any illegal sexual activity? If 

yes, explain.  
  

52. Have you ever been involved in any sexual activity which might constitute a crime? If yes, 

explain.  
  

53. Have you ever knowingly participated in or paid for any sexual acts (both legal and illegal)? (I.e. 

massage parlors, escort services, strip clubs, etc.) If yes, explain.  
  

54. Have you ever illegally exposed yourself in a public place? If yes, explain.   
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55. Have you ever committed any lewd or sexual acts in a public place? If yes, explain.   

56. Have you ever engaged in any sexual activity with someone under the age of 18? If yes, explain.     

57. Have you ever possessed or viewed child pornography? If yes, explain.   

58. Have you ever viewed or committed any act of bestiality? If yes, explain.    

59. Have you ever committed or been involved in any forcible sex act? If yes, explain.   

60. Have you ever committed or been involved in any act of incest? If yes, explain.    

61. How often do you view pornography?  Circle one:             Daily    Weekly    Monthly 

When was the last time?   
  

62. Have you sent or received any explicit photographs or videos of yourself or others by electronic 

means? If yes, explain.  
  

63. Have you ever filed for a restraining order against anyone? If yes, explain.   

64. Have you ever had a restraining order filed against you? If yes, explain.   

65. Have you ever been involved in a physical fight? If yes, explain.   

66. In the past year, have you initiated any physical or verbal confrontation? If yes, explain.   

67. Have you ever had to physically defend yourself? (other than any self-defense, law enforcement, 

or military training) If yes, explain. 
  

68. Have you ever struck someone living with you? If yes, explain.   

69. Have you ever committed or been involved in any act of domestic violence? If yes, explain.   

70. Have you ever been a victim of domestic violence? If yes, explain.   

71. Has any member of your household called the police on you for any reason? If yes, explain.   

72. Have you ever been detained by any law enforcement agency for being a danger to yourself or 

others? If yes, explain. 
  

73. Have you ever been issued a misdemeanor citation in lieu of going to jail? If yes, explain.   

74. Have you ever been a victim of any kind of assaultive behavior (mental, physical, or emotional) 

by any family member, significant other or friend? If yes, explain.  
  

75. Have you ever physically, mentally, or emotionally abused a child? If yes, explain.   

76. Have you ever neglected or failed to care for a child or adult dependent who was your 

responsibility? (I.e. Did not feed, clean, properly clothe, tend to appropriate medical needs, etc.) 

If yes, explain.  

  

77. Other than in warfare, have you ever caused the death of another human being? If yes, explain.   

78. Other than in warfare, have you ever brandished or used a weapon against someone? If yes, 

explain. 
  

79. Other than in warfare, have you ever witnessed, committed or been a victim of a violent incident 

such as a shooting, stabbing, or fight where someone was or could have been seriously injured or 

killed? If yes, explain.  

  

80. During a background investigation, is anyone likely to report that you have any personality 

characteristics, which would make you unsuitable for the position you are applying for? If yes, 

explain. 
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Section B- SUBSTANCE USE                                Yes   No 

 

“Under the influence” is synonymous with “tipsy” or “buzz”. Any time drugs or alcohol impairs an individual’s 

senses or judgement then you are, at the minimum, “under the influence”. 

 

“Public” is anywhere within public view (including front yards, restaurants, or bars).  

 

1. During your background investigation, is anyone likely to report that you have had any problems 

related to drugs or alcohol now or in the past? If yes, explain. 
  

2. How often do you consume 5 or more alcoholic beverages in a 24 hour period? Explain how much 

and how often. 
  

3. Have you ever been told by a family member or friend that you drink too much? If yes, explain.   
4. Have you ever purchased alcohol for a minor or consumed alcohol as a minor? If yes, explain.   
5. Have you ever been warned by an employer or school regarding your drinking habits? If yes, 

explain 
  

6. Have you ever been in trouble on the job or at school due to any alcohol related incidents? If yes, 

explain. 
  

7. Do you, or have you ever, consumed any alcohol or been under the influence of any drug during 

work hours or prior to reporting to work? If yes, explain. 
  

8. Have you ever missed, called off or been late to work or school due to consuming too much 

alcohol the day or night prior (i.e. Being “hungover”)? If yes, explain. 
  

9. Have you ever been terminated due to alcohol or drugs use (either on or off work)? If yes, explain.   
10. Have you ever operated a motor vehicle, bicycle, horse, or watercraft (i.e. boats, Jet Ski, etc.) while 

under the influence of alcohol, drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any substances containing 

THC), or other illegal substances? If yes, explain. 

  

11. Do you associate with anyone or have any family members that use any drugs, narcotics (including 

marijuana or any substances containing THC), or other illegal substances? If yes, explain. 
  

12. In the past 5 years, have you remained in a place where drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or 

any substances containing THC), or other illegal substances were being used? If yes, explain. 
  

13. Have you ever purchased drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any substances containing 

THC), or other illegal substances without a doctor’s prescription? If yes, explain. 
  

14. Have you ever inhaled any fumes (i.e. gasoline, paint, glue, nitrous oxide, etc.) for the purpose of 

becoming intoxicated? If yes, explain. 
  

15. In the past 5 years, have you ever knowingly allowed anyone to use any drugs, narcotics (including 

marijuana or any substances containing THC), or other illegal substances in your home or vehicle? 

If yes, explain. 

  

16. Have you ever sold, given away, or furnished any drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any 

substances containing THC), or other illegal substances to another person? If yes, explain. 
  

17. Have you ever held, kept, or hidden any drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any substances 

containing THC), or other illegal substances for yourself or someone else? If yes, explain.  
  

18. Have you ever assisted anyone in the purchase of any drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any 

substances containing THC), or other illegal substances? If yes, explain.  
  

19. Have you ever possessed, cultivated (grown), manufactured, or transported any drug, narcotics 

(including marijuana or any substances containing THC), or other illegal substances? If yes, 

explain. 

  

20. Have you ever knowingly ingested a substance you thought was a drug, narcotic (including 

marijuana or any substances containing THC), or other illegal substance and then found out it was 

not? If yes, explain. 

  

21. As a joke, have you ever given or been given any drug, narcotic (including marijuana or any 

substances containing THC), or other illegal substance? If yes, explain. 
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22. Have you ever misused or abused any prescription drugs? If yes, explain.   
23. Have you ever taken someone else’s prescription medication? If yes, explain.   
24. Have you ever provided someone your prescription medication? If yes, explain.   
25. Have you ever used, possessed or purchased any steroids (including stimulants, or any 

performance enhancing drugs not prescribed by a doctor)? If yes, explain. 
  

26. Have you ever helped another person purchase any steroids (including stimulants, or any 

performance enhancing drugs not prescribed by a doctor)? If yes, explain. 
  

27. Has anyone, other than a medical person, injected anything into your body? If yes, explain.   
28. During your background investigation, is anyone likely to report that you have been involved in the 

use or sales of any illegal drugs? If yes, explain. 
  

29. Within the past 10 years, are there any illegal drugs, narcotics (including marijuana or any 

substances containing THC), or other illegal substances which you have used? If yes, explain. 
  

30. Have you ever used, consumed, or experimented with any of the following drugs without a 

prescription? 

 

  

 

 

DRUG TYPE/ NAME TOTAL 

TIMES 

USED 

LAST TIME 

USED 

(Month/Year) 

Marijuana (grass, bud, weed, etc.)   
Hashish, Hash Oil (“dabs”, concentrated marijuana)   
Any substances containing THC (vape pens, edible foods, oil, “dabs”, etc.)   
Cocaine (powder or rock)   
PCP (Angel Dust)   
Ketamine (special K)   
Methamphetamine (speed, crank, crystal)   
Amphetamine (diet pills, bennies, cross tops)   

Date Rape Drugs (Rohypnol or “roofies”, Gamma-Hydroxybutyrate (GHB))   
Hallucinogens (LSD, MDMA,  ecstasy, Molly, Hells Bells)   
Psilocybin (“shrooms”, magic mushrooms)   
Morphine/Demerol/Vicodin/Codeine/Percodan   
Mescaline/peyote   
Quaaludes (ludes, black beauties)   
Chlorohydrocarbons (Aerosol Sprays, Cleaning fluids, Polish Remover, Rubber 

Cement, Liquid Paper, Paint Thinner, Paint) 
  

Opiates (Heroin, OxyContin, Oxycodone, fentanyl, morphine, methadone)   
Steroids (Stimulants, performance enhancements)   
Prescription medication, not prescribed to you.   

Any other illegal drug not listed above   
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MOTOR VEHICLE OPERATIONS                                       Yes     No 

 

 

  

1. Does your current vehicle have liability insurance? If no, explain.   
2. Have you ever driven a vehicle without insurance? If yes, explain.   
3. In obtaining insurance, were you truthful with the insurance company when disclosing all the 

required information (i.e. mileage, area vehicle is housed, etc.)? If no, explain. 
  

4. Have you been denied liability or full insurance coverage? If yes, explain.   
5. Has your vehicle insurance ever been cancelled? If yes, explain.   
6. Have you ever been sued for a car accident? If yes, explain.   
7. Have you ever sued someone else for a car accident? If yes, explain.   
8. Have you ever received a traffic citation that did not show on your DMV record? If yes, explain.   
9. Have you ever had a traffic citation go to a warrant? If yes, explain.   
10. Have you ever been placed on probation for a traffic-related offense? If yes, explain. 

 How many parking citations have you received in the past 3 years? __________ 

 How many traffic citations have you received in the past 7 years? __________ 

  

11. How many accidents have you been involved in as a driver within the past 7 years? (List 

location, date, brief description of the accident, if police responded, who was at fault, was there a 

report taken, etc). 

  

12. Have you ever been involved in a police pursuit? If yes, explain.   
13. Have you ever fled the scene of a hit and run in which you were involved in? If yes, explain.   
14. Have you ever participated in or attended any illegal street racing events? (i.e. car meets, drift 

shows, “street takeovers”, etc.) If yes, explain. 
  

15. While operating a motor vehicle, have you ever caused any serious injuries to anyone? If yes, 

explain. 
  

16. While operating a motor vehicle, have you ever caused death to anyone? If yes, explain.   
17. Have you ever had your driver’s license or permit revoked or suspended? If yes, explain.    
18. Have you ever had your vehicle searched by any law enforcement agency? If yes, include which 

agency and explain. 
  



   8 

Section E- EMPLOYMENT                                          Yes        No  

1. Have you ever been asked to resign? If yes, how many times and explain.   

2. Have you ever quit a job to avoid being terminated? If yes, explain.   

3. Within the past 5 years, have you been late or tardy for work without a valid excuse? If yes, 

how many times and explain. 
  

4. Have you ever called off sick from work when in fact you were not sick? If yes, explain.   

5. Are there any jobs you have declined to list on your application or personal history form? If 

yes, explain. 
  

6. Have you ever committed or been accused of misconduct at a place of employment? If yes, 

explain. 
  

7. Have you ever stolen any money from a place of employment? If yes, explain.   

8. Have you ever taken any property that did not belong to you from a place of employment? If 

yes, explain. 
  

9. Have you ever been overpaid by your employer and failed to report it? If yes, explain.   

10. Have you ever borrowed money from your employer and failed to pay it back? If yes, explain.   

11. Have you ever stolen any merchandise, money or property from an employer? If yes, explain.   

12. While working for an employer, have you ever given or taken any unauthorized discounts of 

merchandise or goods for yourself, friends, relatives or associates? If yes, explain. 
  

13. Have you ever switched price tags for your own benefit? If yes, explain.   

14. What is the total dollar amount of the materials, merchandise, or supplies you have taken from 

an employer without company authorization? _____________ Explain and describe the items. 
  

15. Have you ever falsified your work record (time sheet)? If yes, how many times and explain.   

16. Have you ever lied or falsified on any employment application? If yes, explain.   

17. Have you ever illegally worked while collecting unemployment benefits? If yes, explain.   

18. Have you ever filed a false worker’s compensation claim? If yes, explain.   

19. Have you ever received an unsatisfactory or unfavorable employee evaluation? If yes, explain.   

20. How would you rate your current work performance?  

       Above Average ______ Average ______ Below Average ______ 
  

21. Have you received any written or verbal reprimands at work within the last (5) years? If yes, 

how many and explain. 
  

22. Have you ever been suspended from your current or former place of employment? If yes, 

explain. 
  

23. Have you ever received disciplinary action at work? If yes, explain.   
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24. Have you ever quit a job out of anger? If yes, explain.   

25. Have you ever argued with any employers, supervisors or co-workers? If yes, how many times 

and explain. 
  

26. Have you ever been in a physical fight with an employer, supervisor or co-worker? If yes, 

explain. 
  

27. Have you ever quit a job without giving proper notice? If yes, explain.   

28. During your background investigation, is anyone likely to report any derogatory information 

about you and your work performance to the background investigator? If yes, explain. 
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Section F- FINANCIAL                                            Yes       No 

1. Are you currently, or have you ever been delinquent in payments on any of your bills? If yes, 

explain. 
  

2. Have you ever had a vehicle or any of your personal property repossessed? If yes, explain.   
3. How often are you late in paying any of your financial obligations? 

 

Sometimes_____ Always______ Never_______ 

  

4. Have you ever filed for bankruptcy or Wage Earners Plan? If yes, explain.   
5. Have any of your bills ever been turned over to a collection agency? If yes, explain.   
6. Have you ever had any of your wages garnished? If yes, explain.   
7. Have you ever had a state or federal tax refund seized for payment of funds? If yes, explain.   
8. Have you ever filed a false income tax return? If yes, explain.   
9. Have you ever knowingly written a check without having the available funds to cover the 

payment? If yes, explain. 
  

10. Have you ever moved away in order to avoid a debt? If yes, explain.   
11. Have you ever failed to financially support your child or dependent? If yes, explain.    
12. Have you ever filed a false insurance claim? If yes, explain.   
13. Have you ever obtained financial gain through dishonest means? If yes, explain.   
14. During the background investigation, is anyone likely to report that you have had financial 

problems or make poor financial decisions? If yes, explain. 
  

15. Have you ever provided false information on a credit or loan application? If yes, explain.   
16. Have you ever been evicted or asked to leave by a landlord? If yes, explain.   
17. Have you ever been sued over a debt? If yes, explain.   
18. Within the last year, have you gambled? If yes, how often and explain.   
19. Have you had any family problems due to gambling? If yes, explain.   
20. Have you had any employment problems because of gambling? If yes, explain.   
21. Have you ever gambled while delinquent or behind on your financial obligations? If yes, 

explain. 
  

22. Have you ever felt that you had a gambling problem? If yes, explain.   
23. What is the most money you have ever won while gambling? ____________ 

What is the most money you have ever lost while gambling? ____________ 
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Section G- MILITARY                                    Yes          No 

 
1. Did you comply with the Selective Service Registration as required by law? If no, explain.   

2. Have you ever attempted to enlist in any branch of the military and been denied for any 

reason? If yes, list branch and explain. 
  

3. Have you ever, or are you currently serving in any branch of military? If yes, list branch and 

status (i.e. active, reserve, inactive, etc.) 

 How many years? _______ 

  

 

*Applicants with military experience should answer the following questions. If a question does not apply to 

you simply put “N/A”. All others continue onto the next section of the questionnaire. 

 

4. Have you ever been denied re-enlistment in the military? If yes, explain.   

5. Have you ever been denied security clearance or had a clearance revoked, suspended or 

downgraded? If yes, explain. 
  

6. While in the military, were you a recipient of any disciplinary action (i.e. “Extra Duty”, 

Disciplinary Review Board, Executive Officer Inquiry, etc.)? If yes, explain. 
  

7. While in the military, were you ever absent without leave (AWOL or UA)? If yes, explain.   

8. While in the military, have you ever been reduced in pay grade, been a subject of judicial or 

non-judicial punishment (Captains/admirals mast, Office hours, Article 15, etc.)? If yes, 

explain. 

  

9. While in the military, were you ever involved in any form of “hazing”? If yes, explain.   

10. While in the military, were you ever court martialed? If yes, explain.   

11. While in the military, were you ever restricted to limitations (i.e. base, command, barracks, 

place of worship, mess hall, etc.)? If yes, explain. 
  

12. While in the military, were you ever in military confinement? If yes, explain.   

13. While on deployment or stationed overseas, have you ever committed an act that would be 

considered a crime in the United States? If yes, explain. 
  

14. While in the military, were you ever detained, arrested, placed in the brig, or held by police, 

military police, or other security forces in this country or in any other country for anything 

other than minor traffic offenses? If yes, explain. 

  

15. While in the military, have you ever been denied base access or arrested for any reason 

including traffic offenses? If yes, explain. 

 How many traffic citations have you received on base? Explain. _______ 

 How many parking citations have you received on base? Explain. _______ 

  

16. While in the military, were you ever investigated for any criminal activity, received verbal 

documented or undocumented discipline, or military protective order? If yes, explain. 
  

17. Have you ever lied on any documentation or falsified any statements in order to receive any 

military benefits? If yes, explain. 
  

18. Did you complete all the terms of your enlistment? If no, explain.   

19. Did you receive an honorable discharge? If no, explain.   

20. Did you receive a general discharge under honorable conditions? If yes, explain.    

21. Did you serve in more than one branch of the military? If yes, explain.   

22. What is or was your rank upon separation from the military?  

 Pay grade: _________ 
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Section H- PRIOR LAW ENFORCEMENT EMPLOYMENT        Yes     No   
 

1. Have you ever worked at a law enforcement agency as a sworn or non-sworn employee? If yes, 

explain. 
  

2. Have you ever committed a dishonest act in order to obtain a police officer position? (I.e. cheating 

on exams, having someone take an exam or test for you, etc.) If yes, explain. 
  

3. Have you ever taken a polygraph or a voice stress analysis? If yes, what were the results?   

4. Have you ever been denied security clearance? If yes, explain.   

5. Have you ever given any confidential information, which was entrusted to you, to any organization 

or individual(s)? If yes, explain. 
  

6. Have you ever lied on or falsified on a background application or questionnaire? If yes, explain.    

7. Have you previously applied for a sworn or non-sworn position at the Pasadena Police 

Department? If yes, explain. 
  

8. Have you ever applied for any other law enforcement agency or fire department? If yes, please list 

agency, application date, and current status. 
  

9. Have you ever been disqualified from a law enforcement background investigation? If yes, explain.   

10. Are you afraid of physical combat? If yes, explain.   

11. Have you ever fired a gun? If yes, explain.   

12. Are you afraid of guns or weapons? If yes, explain.   

13. If it is necessary to do so, in the defense of yourself or others, would you be able or willing to use 

deadly force against another human being? If no, explain.  
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Section I- LATERAL AND PRE-SERVICE APPLICANTS                                             Yes          No 

 

* If you do not qualify for this category, you are finished with the questionnaire. Applicants who are currently, 

or have previously been, peace officers, reserve peace officers, or military police officers should answer the 

following questions. If a question does not apply to you simply put “N/A”. 

 

1. Have you ever accepted a gratuity? If yes, explain.   

2. Have you ever accepted anything for overlooking a violation? If yes, explain.   

3. Have you ever lied or distorted the facts in an official police report? If yes, explain.   

4. Have you ever lied or distorted the facts while testifying in court? If yes, explain.   

5. Have you ever lied to protect another peace officer from discipline? If yes, explain.   

6. Have you ever failed to properly report any witnessed criminal conduct by another peace officer? 

If yes, explain. 
  

7. Have you ever used your official position for your own personal gain? If yes, explain.   

8. Have you ever withheld evidence seized in the course of your official duties? If yes, explain.   

9. Have you ever had sex on duty? If yes, explain.   

10. Have you ever kept any evidence or “lost or found” property without appropriately processing it 

into the system? If yes, explain. 
  

11. Have you ever destroyed or thrown away any property, drugs, or contraband without booking it 

into evidence or found property? If yes, explain. 
  

12. Have you ever been involved in an in-custody death or deadly force situation? If yes, explain.   

13. Has a formal citizen complaint ever been filed against you? If yes, explain.   

14. Have you ever been terminated, forced or asked to resign from a law enforcement position? If yes, 

explain. 
  

15. Have you voluntarily resigned from a law enforcement position? If yes, explain.   

16. Have you ever been reduced in rank while in law enforcement? If yes, explain.    

17. Have you ever been the subject of an excessive force complaint(s)? If yes, explain.    

18. Have you ever been the subject of discourtesy or standard of conduct complaint? If yes, explain.   

19. Have you ever been the subject of an internal affairs investigation? If yes, explain.   

20. Have you ever lied or distorted the facts during an internal affairs investigation? If yes, explain.   

21. Are there any pending administrative investigations regarding you? If yes, explain.   

22. Have you ever been the subject of a civil or criminal prosecution as the result of your actions as a 

law enforcement officer? If yes, explain. 
  

23. Resulting from law enforcement employment, do you have any civil or criminal litigations 

pending? If yes, explain. 
  

24. Have you ever had any disciplinary actions taken against you, including suspensions, written or 

oral reprimands? If yes, explain. 
  

25. Have you ever been involved in an incident where it was necessary to use deadly force, regardless 

if the person died or not? If yes, explain. 
  

26. During the background investigation, is anyone likely to report anything regarding your 

characteristics as a peace officer that would make you unsuitable for the position you are applying 

for? If yes, explain. 
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Please use the following page to explain any “yes” or “no” answers. Remember to include the 

Section and question number for each explanation.  
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