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What is Inclusion?

• [Inclusion is] a gift we give to ourselves, a way of seeing all people as interconnected and realizing 
that any solution must address every person. Inclusion is about reconceptualizing classrooms so that 
they meet the needs of diverse groups of learners."

• "Inclusion is about understanding—and believing—that the only way for young people to learn 
about living in diverse, democratic communities—is by being part of one."

Source: Widening the Circle : The Power of Inclusive Classrooms by Mara Sapon-Shevin



What is Inclusion?

• Learning together

Source: www.thinkinclusive.us/mix-applesauce-with-medicine-to-create-inclusive-classroom-communities/



What is Co-Teaching?

• Two or more professionals with different areas of expertise

– Importance of parity

• Joint delivery of instruction

• Diverse student population

– Heterogeneous grouping

• Shared classroom space



Benefits of Co-Teaching

• Addresses diverse needs of all learners

• Lower student to teacher ratio

• Models positive peer-to-peer interaction for 
students

• Allows for teachers to creatively plan and implement 
differentiated instruction

• Allows for small group instruction within the general 
education setting

• Community-oriented classroom



Types of Co-Teaching

• One Teaching, One 
Observing

– One teacher delivers 
instruction, while the other 
systematically collects data

– Teachers should periodically 
exchange roles

• Ex: The beginning of this session 
- one of us collected participant 
data.



Types of Co-Teaching

• Station Teaching

– Teachers Divide instructional 
Content

– Common to have one station 
with each teacher and a 
third in which students work 
with peers or independently.

• Ex: Accommodations and 
Modifications portion of this 
presentation



Types of Co-Teaching

• Parallel Teaching 

– Students are divided into two 
heterogeoeous groups.

– Teachers deliver same content.

– Lowers student-teacher ratio.



Types of Co-Teaching

• Alternative Teaching

– One teacher takes a small group for 
preteacing/reteaching/enrichment

– Ex. Reading “The Land Ethic”



Types of Co-Teaching

• Teaming

– Both teachers are responsible 
for giving a lesson.

– Teachers must be 
comfortable working 
together.

• Ex: The delivery of this part of 
the session



Types of Co-Teaching

• One Teaching, One Assisting

– One leads instruction while 
the other supports students

– Should be used only 
occasionally

– Teachers should switch roles

– Commonly used when 
teachers do not have shared 
planning time



Co-Teaching Relationships

"The success of your class depends on the strength of your co-teaching relationship."-
Marisa Kaplan

Divide into 2 groups:

K-6  Caitlin

7-12  Todd

(Parallel Teaching)



Accommodations and Modificaitons Stations

• Station 1 (Caitlin): K-6

• Station 2 (Todd): 7-12

• Station 3 (Independent): Share an example of effective 
accommodation/modification you used in an inclusive setting.

Choose 2 of the 3 stations to visit – switch on teacher’s signal 
(incomplete stations)



Sources
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Accommodations 
vs. Modifications

● Not defined under IDEA, but there is a 

general agreement in education what 

accommodations and modifications mean

○ Accommodation: alters the way in 

which material is presented or how a 

student accesses learning

○ Modification: alters the content of 

material presented or changes what

the student is learning

● Both can provide pathways to learning in the 

student’s least restrictive environment!



Why are they so 
important?

● Remove the barriers to inclusive 

practices

● They seek to provide ACCESS 

and OPPORTUNITY for students 

in the general education 

classroom setting.



Helpful Tool:

Layers of 
Accommodations 
and Modifications

*Less than 10% of the special education students participating in general 

education classes need Layer 4 or 5 supports. The majority of our special 

education students can be successful and master much of the general education 

curriculum with Layer 2 or 3 accommodations.

Source: 

http://www.shaker.org/Downloads/Accommodations_and_Modifications_Guide.pdf



Accommodations
● Do not fundamentally alter or lower the standard or 

expectation

● Areas to consider: Environment, Behavior, Curricular 
Content and Expectations, Method of Instruction, 
Technology, Home/School Relations

● Teams should consistently document and evaluate 
if they are working for the child!

● Helpful tools for determining accommodations:
○ Don Johnston’s Protocols for 

Accommodations in Reading
○ For Ohio’s State Tests - decision making 

frameworks on ODE



Suggestions for the Elementary Classroom: 
Accommodations

Environment:

● Post Daily Schedule (pictures and words)
● Give preferential seating
● Distraction-reduced environment
● Provide frequent breaks / scheduled breaks
● Provide place for quiet time
● Prompting or systems for transition
● Use color-coded materials
● Small group testing

● Container to carry belongings in to aid in 

transition and organization between switch 

classes

● Adult check ins to ensure that papers are 

organized in corresponding folders/binders for 

content areas during school day

Behavior:

● use of a visual timer

● Provide area for student to reset or use calming 
strategies

● Models and visuals for expected behaviors
● Check in / Check out behavior management 

system
● Give student option to work in a group or 

independently
● Review expectations prior to transitions
● Notify student of changes in schedule

● Individual, verbal or non-verbal redirections to 

task 



Suggestions for the Elementary Classroom : 
Accommodations

Curricular Content and Expectations:

● Extended time (time specified) for assignments

● Reduced amount of items on an assignment at 

teacher discretion without modifying content

● Teacher check-ins to ensure understanding

● Read aloud for text that is above student's 

instructional reading level

● break information, directions, and assignments 

into manageable chunks

Method of Instruction:

● Verbal talk throughs and reminders for tasks that 

have more than one step 

● Access to cover sheets to display one item at a 

time on a page 

● Repeat/Clarify directions

● Immediate corrective feedback

● Use of a multiplication chart / manipulatives/ 

calculator

● Small group instruction

● Graphic organizers



Suggestions for the Elementary Classroom : 
Accommodations

Technology (High Tech and Low Tech):

● FM or sound field amplification system

● Adaptive Paper and utensils

● Magnetic words, letters, or phrases

● Word prediction program

● Speech to text or Text to speech

● Voice output communication device

● Enlarged text/magnifiers

● Noise reducing headphones

● Adaptive seating

● Slant board

Home/School Relations:

● Planner checks by an adult at the end of each day

● Locker checklists for what to take home each day

● Daily email/ report sent home



Modifications ● Fundamentally alter or lower the standard or 

expectation of the course, standard or test.

● Beneficial for students whose instructional learning 

levels are well below that of their peers.

● Don’t take away the need for ambitious IEP goals to 

help the child make progress toward the grade level 

standard.

● Areas to consider: Curricular Content and 
Expectations, Method of Instruction



Suggestions for the Elementary Classroom : 
Modifications

● Spelling lists at student’s instructional level

● Reading instruction at student’s instructional level

● Visual organization strategies given for student responses

● Simplify complex text when it is above student’s instructional level

● Math content will be modified at teacher discretion to make student responsible for mastering a 

percentage of the full content assessed in the classroom.

● Written expression expectations will be modified at teacher discretion to make student responsible for 

completing a paragraph template to address a prompt. 



Picture Examples



Picture Examples
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Accommodations 
vs. Modifications

● Not defined under IDEA, but there is a 

general agreement in education what 

accommodations and modifications mean

○ Accommodation: alters the way in 

which material is presented or how a 

student accesses learning

○ Modification: alters the content of 

material presented or changes what

the student is learning

● Both can provide pathways to learning in the 

student’s least restrictive environment.

● Accommodations change delivery.

● Modifications change content.



Why are they so 
important?

● Remove the barriers to inclusive 

practices

● They provide ACCESS and 

OPPORTUNITY for students in 

the general education classroom 

setting.



Helpful Tool:

Layers of 
Accommodations 
and Modifications

*Less than 10% of the special education students participating in general 

education classes need Layer 4 or 5 supports. The majority of our special 

education students can be successful and master much of the general education 

curriculum with Layer 2 or 3 accommodations.

Source: 

http://www.shaker.org/Downloads/Accommodations_and_Modifications_Guide.pdf



Accommodations
● Do not fundamentally alter or lower the standard or 

expectation

● Areas to consider: Environment, Behavior, Curricular 
Content and Expectations, Method of Instruction, 
Technology, Home/School Relations

● Teams should consistently document and evaluate 
if they are working for the child!

● Helpful tools for determining accommodations:
○ Don Johnston’s Protocols for 

Accommodations in Reading
○ For Ohio’s State Tests - decision making 

frameworks on ODE



Accommodation
Vs.

Differentiation

Differentiation: Best practice education that has been 
adapted in: 

● Content
● Process
● Product
● Learning Environment 

according to students’ 

● Readiness
● Interest
● Learning profile

Accommodation: Altering the delivery of instruction in 
order to provide access to the curriculum for an 
individual student. 



Suggestions for the Secondary Classroom: 
Accommodations

Environment:

● Post Daily Schedule (pictures and words)
● Give preferential seating
● Distraction-reduced environment
● Provide frequent breaks / scheduled breaks
● Provide place for quiet time
● Prompting or systems for transition
● Small group testing

● Adult check ins to ensure that papers are 

organized in corresponding folders/binders for 

content areas during school day

Behavior:

● Provide area for student to reset or use calming 
strategies

● Models and visuals for expected behaviors
● Check in / Check out behavior management 

system
● Give student option to work in a group or 

independently
● Review expectations prior to transitions
● Notify student of changes in schedule

● Individual, verbal or non-verbal redirections to 

task 



Suggestions for the Secondary Classroom : 
Accommodations

Curricular Content and Expectations:

● Extended time (time specified) for assignments

● Reduced number  of items on an assignment 

without modifying content

● Teacher check-ins to ensure understanding

● Read aloud for text that is above student's 

instructional reading level

● Chunking information, directions, and assignments

Technology (High Tech and Low Tech):

● Text-to-speech for reading

● Speech-to-text for writing

● Digital timer

Method of Instruction:

● Verbal talk throughs and reminders for tasks that 

have more than one step 

● Repeat/Clarify directions

● Immediate corrective feedback

● Use of a formula sheet / manipulatives/ calculator

● Small group instruction

Home/School Relations:

● Planner checks by an adult at the end of each day

● Locker checklists for what to take home each day

● Scheduled updates with family regarding 

homework, behavior, etc.



Modifications ● Fundamentally alter the expectation of the course, 

standard or test.

● Beneficial for students whose instructional learning 

levels are well below that of their peers.

● Don’t take away the need for ambitious IEP goals to 

help the child make progress toward the grade level 

standard.

● Areas to consider: Curricular Content and 
Expectations, Method of Instruction

Examples:

● Curriculum based on Ohio’s Academic Content 

Extended Standards

● Decreasing complexity of curriculum material

● Grade level appropriate reading materials



Examples - Accommodations

Print examples provided - look for the blue sheets! 

These were created for students with disabilities included in high school general 

education English and Physical Science classes. 



Examples - Modifications

Print examples provided - look for the yellow sheets! 

These were created for a high school Applied Physical Science class in which all 

students are learning content based on the Ohio Extended Standards. The same 

modifications can be used for students learning in the general education setting. 


